The Legendary Jim Aldridge
The Music Story in Arkansas is not complete without recognizing the huge contribution to the art of entertainment by the legendary Super Showman “Jim Aldridge”

· The ultimate Las Vegas style performer, highly successful thru the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s whose versatility in all styles of music was always a class act. 

· He represented Arkansas in a superb fashion instate and out of state during his 50 years of playing publicly 1953- 2003.  His great bands and performances thru the 60s 70s and 80s, USA and Canada, and especially in Arkansas Convention Hotels’- Sheraton Little Rock & Fort Smith, Camelot Inn (Doubletree), Memphis Hilton, Riverfront Hilton and The Little Rock Hilton; 5 straight years, and Arlington of Hot Springs to name a few.  He drew in many out of state conventioneers, political figures, and Arkansas’ influential business for the Best of the Best in Floor Show’s entertainmant and dancing, banquets, meetings, and celebrating.  He performed for President’s Nixon, Reagan and Clinton. He also has performed for Governor’s Faubas, McMath, Rockefeller, Clinton, Bumper, and Huckabee.

· Jim Aldridge- Band Leader, Singer, Performer, musician (saxophone, flute, harmonica), arranger, songwriter, studio musician, jingle writer/ producer, recording artist, owner of Square Records & Publishing Co., night club owner, and mentor to many aspiring Arkansas musicians and singers.

· His roots began as part of a 15-piece swing and jazz band started in 1952 thru 1957 playing high school proms, fraternity and club dances and football sock hops.  He switched to Rock and Roll in 1959 for a 30-year professional career and an unprecedented six nights per week performing record thru 1989 (no doubt the longest in Arkansas history).  
· He continued throughout the 90s and 2003 playing only weekends. Jim has played 44 consecutive New Years Eve’s.
· Jim has paid his dues over and over again. In his 50 years of performing he accomplished 11,000 performances in person for over 2 ½ million people in Arkansas, USA, Canada, and untold millions on Jim Ed Brown’s –You Can Be a Star on TNN Television network.  Jim was in the final 4 of the twice-repeated series in 1984 out of 10,000 professional entries. The show repeats gave Jim 2 hours airtime for his 4 performances worldwide.   
· Jim opened for, did shows with, was joined on his stage, was guest on their stage, and personal friend with hundreds of major performers and recording artist thru the years. (A list follows the concluding page.)
· He enjoyed the respect of his peers and many of the elite and best known in the music & entertainment industry.
Actor/Singer
Robert Goulet- After his show in the Hilton ballroom described Jim as a major talent worthy of Las Vegas’s Best. Mr. Goulet performed on stage twice with Jim when he was playing at the Little Rock Hilton.  Jim was also a guest of Robert Goulet.


Wayne Newton- After seeing Jim’s show at the Little Rock Hilton, Newton introduced Jim as his guest at his Pine Bluff Convention Center show as Arkansas’ own Wayne Newton, Tom Jones, and Elvis wrapped up as one.  The audience gave a thunderous ovation. 


Huey Lewis and The News- At the top of the 80s the band felt compelled to sit in with Jim’s dynamic show for a couple of songs.  He told the audience "in 5 years of promotion travel Jim has the best lounge act he had  seen in America."


Willie Nelson- Jim sat on stage as Willie’s personal guest at his Pine Bluff Convention Center show in mid 80s.


Lee Greenwood- God bless the USA- while visiting in Jim’s condo at the L.R. Hilton listening to a song Jim wrote for him, Greenwood said that Jim’s vocal talent and range was in a class with Tom Jones and himself.


T.G. Shepherd- With many hits and a friend of Elvis’s (and Jim’s) Shepherd replied to the Camelot audience after hearing Jim perform Elvis’s American Trilogy for him said ”the only difference between any major recording artist today and your talent level is that “you don’t happen to have a hit record going right now.”

· Jim Ed Brown, Tandy Rice a famous Nashville agent to most of the Grand Old Opry stars," Ronnie McDowell, and others have said as much.

· Jim was awarded KXLR’s Country Star of the Future in 1980 and sent to The Wild Turkey Jamboree to do a show with Merle Haggard and Johnny Pay Check.

· Jim was also awarded Arkansas Entertainer of the Year and Decade in 1981 at the Arkansas Country Music Awards Show.

· He was voted to the Arkansas Democrats 10 Best Dressed Men in the mid 1970s a credit to his stage apparel. 

· Jim was inducted into the Carl Perkins Rock a Billy Hall of Fame in 2002 at Jackson, Tennessee, along with Sonny Burgess and the Legendary Pacers with whom he worked from 1961 thru 1966 and reunited in 1997 thru 2003 and still going strong playing festivals, casinos and major festivals like Memphis in May with Bob Dylan, L.L Cool J & Billy Lee Riley and Sun Records All-stars, 3 of the last 4 Elvis festivals in Tupelo, Mississippi, with Ronnie McDowell and Elvis’s drummer D.J. Fontana, and guitarist Scotty Moore.  Including international Rock a Billy festivals in Las Vegas, Green Bay, Jackson, Tennessee, and others in Arkansas for hundreds of thousands of people.

· Jim produced his first record in 1957 in Little Rock and was a studio musician in Hollywood in 1960 while playing hot nightspots in Los Angeles and did one session with Glenn Campbell.  

· 1961 thru 1966 Jim co-wrote and arranged many released 45s and one album with The Pacers on Razorback Records including their united artist regional hit “The New Wildwood Flower.” 

· He traveled America with The Pacers as a live wire, wild performer. The Pacers disbanded by 1967, and Jim continued performing with his own bands and never quit!

· By 1970 while still playing in Little Rock for home base, he went to Houston and recorded at the ultra modern Soundville Studios with his hot band from Houston and the Houston Symphony backup with arrangements by Hank Levine of Hollywood Fame on one album and a  45 on West Park Label (leased to Mercury Label.)

· The 45 (Read Your Mind, backed with Flute Suite) was released as “Jamie Rich” thought to be a catchy name, played many regional markets and put Jim in Basin St. West and The Legendary Jazz Workshop on Broadway in San Francisco.  It also held #1 play spot in Little Rock for 3 weeks.  

· Jim’s “Stoney Eyes” album, for Square Records plus several 45s were released in 1981, through 1984, and were filled with his own songs and arrangements. He has done sessions for himself and other’s including the Pacer’s in Nashville, Memphis- Stax Studios and Roland James Studios, Houston, Los Angeles, Branson, Tupelo, and Little Rock, and the new hi-tech Raney Studios in Drasco, Arkansas where he also recorded his ​​Dynamite CD with Sonny Burgess and the Legendary Pacers in 2003.  More to come.  
· He has recorded 4 CD’s with Sonny Burgess and The Legendary Pacers since their re-uniting in 1997.  

· In Arkansas, where Jim played in the 60s, 70s, and 80s, the term “full to capacity” was a fact in any night spot lounge he played many which he put on the map with his hi-energy band performances and floor shows.  The crowds came to dance and celebrate and be entertained by Arkansas’s Super Showman, Jim Aldridge.

· He valued a well-organized international fan club, which supported his music endeavors locally and in Nashville where they maintained an exhibit booth 5 years straight at the World Famous International Country Fan Fair thru the 80s located on the Tennessee State Fair Grounds. The Fan Fair is held the first week in June every year and is the largest gathering over the world to meet the stars who have actively released records .

· Through the years the list of stars, from all fields of music, who Jim has appeared with, opened for, or simply who has enjoyed joining Jim on stage with his vibrant and energetic groups is impressive to say the least.  

· Jim has had feature articles in 3 international magazines as a part of the Pacers and numerous newspaper feature articles thru the years. Jim is still going unsurpassed and thrilling audiences everywhere.  

· Some of the notable clubs in which Jim has played include:

B.B. King’s and Elvis’s clubs in Memphis, Gibson Guitar Factory, Show Club, The              Famous Jazz Workshop, and Basin Street West in San Francisco and so many others too numerous to mention, including Conventions Center Hotels across America, Casinos in Vegas, Tunica, Biloxi, and Green Bay.  

Jim Aldridge has been associated with many world-renowned recording artist in performances throughout his professional 45 year career.

-Some of them were-

	Bob Dylan
	Willie Nelson
	Roy Orbison

	Huey Lewis & the News
	Conway Twitty
	Jerry Lee Lewis

	Wayne Newton Band
	Robert Goulet
	Lionel Hampton

	Jim Ed Brown
	Levon Helen
	Charlie Rich

	T. G. Shepherd
	L.L. Cool J
	Asleep at the Wheel

	Merle Haggard
	Johnny Pay Check
	Marty Stuart

	Charlie Daniels
	Bill Haley’s Comets
	Lynard Skynard-
(Before/after)

	Dobie Gray
	New Glenn Miller Orchestra
	Ronnie McDowell

	Roy Acuff-

(On stage at The Grand Old Opry)
	Kenny Wayne Shepherd
	Buddy Miles

	Bobby Goldsboro
	Roger Mitler
	Ray Anthony

	Blood Sweat & Tears
	Scotty Moore

(Elvis)
	D.J. Fontana

(Elvis)

	Jay & The American’s
	Dallas Frasier-

“ELVIRA”
	Def Leopard

	Naomi Judd
	John Anderson
	Gene Watson

	Razzy Bailey
	John Connelly
	Janie Fricke

	Little Jimmy Dickens
	Julie Christy
	J.P. Morgan

	Anita Bryant
	G.G. Shin
	Wanda Jackson

	Gene Simmons
	Murry Kellum
	Stan Perkins

	Ace Cannon
	Narvel Felts
	Sonny Burgess

	Tina Turner-

(Stage guest in San Francisco)
	Wayne Jackson
	Markees

	Steve Cropper
	Booker T. & M.G.s
	Lynn Anderson

	Merle Kilgore
	Carla Thomas
	The Diamonds

	Bobby Bare
	Billy Lee Riley
	Mickey Golen-

(The Monkeys)

	Willy Cobb
	Pinetop Perkins
	Barbara Fair Child

	The Wilbum Brothers
	Ed Bruce
	Johnny Tillotson 

	The Crickets
	Jimmy Dean
	Apollo 7 astronauts- 

(Return from walking on the moon- 125,000 people)

	Kentucky Head Hunters
	Restless Heart
	Little Texas



	     Plus many others too numerous to mention!
	us 
	


Partial List of Jim Aldridge Artifacts AVAILABLE for Display

· Old photos high school orchestra-1955
· Black Beatles style pointed stage boots-used in the 60s
· Live photos from 60s performing- playing saxophone

· 45s of Jim with various labels & 1962 album-1960s
· Black James West style stage jacket- used in the 70s

· Jim Aldridge release ”Read Your Mind”  as  "Jamie Rich"  1971 Mercury label record release - backed with "Flute Suite"  as a 45
· Old glitter gold stage jacket- used in 70s & 80s
· Slick shiny black silk waist length jacket (silver piping)- used in 70s & 80s
· Stage boots hi-heel, re-soled twice, Tom Jones shows-from 60smany years of use

· 8’’ x 10’’ Black & White Glossies 60s 70s & 80s- head shots and assorted bands

· 1981 Jim Aldridge album Square Records - and several 45 releases
· Assorted CDs ’97 thru 2003-
· Wild Turkey Jamboree winner plaque-1980
· Entertainer of the Year & Decade plaque- 1981
· Rock a Billy Hall of Fame plaque-2002
· Assorted used harmonicas-
· Used saxophone mouth pieces-
· Microphones used and worn out-
· Small gold flute award in case-
· Jim Aldridge Fan Club Fan
· Sheet music charts on some songs Jim wrote-
· Fan Club Magazine releases-
· Worn out stage cow bell-
· Write-ups by hundreds-
· Video’s of performances of 80s-
· You Can Be A Star video performances-  
· Videos of floor shows and Live performances at L.R. Hilton-
· Thousands of live performing photos-
· Copies of all Records and/or CDs-
Available for loan

6’2’’ hi x 17’’ wide x 14’’ deep- New! Light Oak Wood Curio Cabinet, 3 Glass Sides, Mirror Back Wall, Lighted, 3 or 4 shelves, side access- NICE.  Could Hold Display
Jim Aldridge’s Recording Career

Through his career, Jim did studio works for many other companies, singers, studios, bands, commercials, jingles, and produced sessions on many people including himself in studios of: 

Los Angeles-Hollywood-Houston-Nashville-Branson-Memphis-Plus Little Rock & Drasco, Arkansas.

There are hundreds of un-released demos that Jim wrote and recorded. Below is a fractional list of personal releases during his career on various labels.

1957- 45-demo Jim produced on local talent, his first 45

1960- Los Angeles- studio musician- Hollywood & various studios  

1961-1962- Razorback Records-“Do the Frog & Something on your Mind” both 45s

1963-1966- Razorback Records-Many 45s with The Legendary Pacers and one album You Asked For It featuring Jim on such cuts as “Its Not Unusual”, “Al-di-la”, and “Peter Gunn”                                                                          

1963-1966- United Artist- Pacers “New Wildwood Flower” 45- a regional hit

1970-1972- West Park-Soundville Studios in Houston- One 45 released as "Jamie Rich" leased to    Mercury- a regional hit “Read Your Mind” backed with "Flute Suite" as Jim Aldridge-one album with his Houston band “Water Brother”, with Hank Levine-Hollywood Arranger plus- unreleased demos.

Mid 70s- Jim made jingles for T.V. and radio. Such asCoke Commercial's “Red White and You”, Banks, Furniture Companies, and political jingles.

1981-Square Records-“Stoney Eyes” album-Mostly Jims Compositions

1983-Square Records-45 “Singing Sad Songs”/ “Let The Good Times Roll” 

1984-Square Records-45 “Starting Today”/ “Unexpected Lovers” & un-released demos

1990s-Jingles, commercials, voiceovers, TV, Radio, and Internet

1998-CDs-Sonny Burgess and The Legendary Pacers 

1999-They came From The South

2000-Still Rock n’ Rolling

2001-Live in Tupelo- Elvis Festival

2002-Hotter Than Ever

2003-“Mr. Rock n’ Roll”- Dynamite Jim Aldridge with Sonny Burgess and The Legendary Pacers

Chronological Overview Jim Aldridge’s start in music and ensuing lifelong career
May 1946-At age 9 played trombone and learned to read music in 1946 for a summer band in N.     Little Rock.


First stage appearance July 4th  Jim played the “Star Spangled Banner” solo at city auditorium stage Jacksonville, Arkansas

April 1947-Began Piano Lesson’s at home at age 10

May 1948-Age 11- His first Alto Sax- played in N. Little Rock Public School System

1952-1st School Dixieland Jazz Band

1953 thru 1957-Started first of 3 swing band’s 9, 12, and 15 pieces- Playing Glenn Miller, Artie Shaw, Count Basie, Tommy Dorsey, Stan Kenton, Duke Ellington Big Band Hits and big band versions of Rock n’ Roll hits such as - Bill Haley's Comets “Shake Rattle and Roll”, Elvis's “Hound Dog”, “St’s Go Marching In,” Plus Top 40 Hits - like “Mr. Sandman”, and “Crying in The Chapel” and many others.

1959 thru 1989-After college his mind was set on music-He began at the popular Club 70 in N. Little Rock, playing sax and singing Rock n’ Roll-This was the start of a 30 year professional six nights per week career as a band leader, singer, front man, musician and performer-Which is an                      unprecedented time span anywhere in the tough game of the music business.

Thru the 90s and 2003 He slowed down to weekends only like most musicians of today.  He celebrated 50 years as Arkansas’s premier, most visible performing entertainer in 2003.

1961 thru 1989-2 or 3 months each year performing out of state across USA and Canada.

1961 thru 1966-In ‘61Return to AR- was a front man for with The Legendary Pacers (Sonny Burgess left in 1959) they toured America and Canada 6 nights per week -Released many 45s and 1 album on Razorback, United Artist, and Alley Labels.

1967-1968-Jim and others left Pacers which disbanded-They started new band called PaceSetters played the famous Top Hat & Rendezvous Club 6 nights a week

1969-Jim moved up town to 609 or Diamond Club-Popular Gambling Club

1970-1971-Jim started new band in Houston-Water Brother- Traveled USA-Recorded 1 album as Jim Aldridge and a 45 as Jamie Rich titled “Read Your Mind” backed with "Flute Suite" on West Park Label at the Hollywood Quality 48 track Studio Soundville-It was a regional hit in Houston, Dallas, San Francisco, Oklahoma City, New Orleans, Green Bay, and Little Rock #1 for 3 weeks

1972-1973-Alternating from Houston and elsewhere in USA Hotel lounges-He began playing One Eyed Jacks later known as Don Ts at 10th and Main in Little Rock-which he put on the map

1973-1974-Played Little Rocks first topless and strip club the highly popular Gaslite Club at 6th and Louisiana frequented by Arkansas elite-Also at One Eyed Jacks on Cantrell.

1975-1976- Camelot Hotel-(Now the Doubletree) Had Hi Class Lounge Act, Political Figures and Arkansas Upper Crust packed in-While at Camelot he was voted to Arkansas’ 10 Best Dressed Men

1977-1978-Sheraton Hotel’s Show Bands- Little Rock and Ft. Smith

1978-1979-Camelot Hotel’s (Doubletree) Show Bands-Little Rock

1980-Mariners Cove-McCain Mall-Top Draw Show Band-Travel band

1981-1982-Little Rock Sheraton and Ft. Smith-Memphis Hilton-His Square Records “Stoney Eyes” album release-AR Country Music Association voted Jim Entertainer of the Year and Decade

1983-1984-Started 5 year 6 nights per week Vegas style show at L.R. Hilton-South Padre Island Hilton.  Booked out 2 months each year to out of state Convention Hotels across America.

1984-Was in Final 4 of the TNN worldwide and nationally televised “You Can Be a Star” hosted by Jim Ed Brown in Nashville-Jim sang 3 of his Square Record releases he wrote especially for the show.

1989-Riverfron Hilton Nitelife, Josés, L.A. City Limits, and many others-He also completed his 30-year 6 nights per week shows

1990-1997-Started weekend only shows, festivals, clubs, weddings and company and country club dances.

1997-2003-The Legendary Pacers with Sonny Burgess re-united playing festivals, casinos, 4 Elvis Festivals including the most recent one he played with Scotty Moore and D.J. Fontana, Elvis’s former guitarist and drummer-3 Memphis in May festivals-2 Toad Suck Festivals-Nationally televised PBS Specials- 4 new CDs

2003-“Dynamite Jim” Solo CD with Pacer’s 

Currently-At this writing Jim is still Rock n’ Rolling.

For more information please visit our web site:
 http://www.jimaldridge.com
or contact Jim at

jim@jimaldridge.com
